
 

 

 
 
Gunster Lands Former US Ambassador, RE Pro In Miami 

Share us on:TwitterFacebookLinkedInBy Linda Chiem 

Law360, New York (April 17, 2013, 2:05 PM ET) -- Florida law firm Gunster Yoakley & Stewart PA has landed a 
former U.S. ambassador to Panama and prominent real estate attorney to join its Miami office as a shareholder and 
member of its environmental and land use practice group, it announced Wednesday. 
 
Simon Ferro, a former U.S. ambassador to Panama under President Bill Clinton, brings with him to Gunster more 
than 30 years of experience in zoning, land use and governmental relations and has represented residential, 
commercial and industrial developers at all levels of the legal and administrative process in real estate development. 
 
He joins Gunster's environmental and land use practice group, which represents public and private as well as national 
and international clients who own, lease, develop, finance and manage agricultural, commercial, energy, industrial, 
residential and mixed-use properties throughout Florida and the United States. 
 
Appointed by President Clinton to lead the U.S. diplomatic mission in Panama during the historic handover of the 
Panama Canal and numerous military installations to Panamanian control in 1999, Ferro still maintains strong ties in 
Latin America, where he regularly represents clients seeking business relationships and access to government 
procurement opportunities, Gunster said. 
 
He also was appointed by President Clinton to the board of the Overseas Private Investment Corp., the U.S 
government's development finance institution that mobilizes private capital to help solve critical development 
challenges and advance U.S. foreign policy. Ferro also was a former chairman of the Florida Democratic Party. 
 
Ferro, who has previously been a partner or shareholder at firms that included Greenberg Traurig LLP and Genovese 
Joblove & Battista PA, joins Gunster's already robust real estate and land use team, which in the past two years, has 
expanded with the addition of attorneys from across the state with significant experience in eminent domain and 
property rights matters, the firm said. 
 
Ferro earned a bachelor's degree from the University of Miami and a law degree from the University of Florida. 
 
He was not immediately available for comment on Wednesday. 
 
Established in 1925, Gunster is a full-service business law firm with more than 160 attorneys in 11 offices in Florida, 
including in Fort Lauderdale, Jacksonville, Miami, Orlando, Palm Beach, Stuart, Tallahassee, Tampa, the Florida 
Keys, Vero Beach and its headquarters in West Palm Beach. 
 
--Editing by Katherine Rautenberg. 
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