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Brazilians flock to Miami, but how many is anyone’s guess

By Mamyvy Buwoes

That mere and more Brazil-
1ans are flocking to Miam: is
vnquestionable - bur how many
now malke their home hers is
anybudy s guess.

Avcording o the US Census
Bu:eau 5 2010 American Com-
munity Survey, 10,283 Brazil-
1ans live in Miami-Dade at least

part of the year, That survey
counts 61,233 Brazilians across
080 in the LS.

vey, the hurem cons
dent anyome whe
same address lor al least bwo
consecutive months, 1t counts
only thosz who were at home
when a survever called.
Experts szv that these fig-

take care
of what ma

ures are, to say the least, con-
scrvative.

“Thete are different, con-
tested figures for the Brazilian
papulatien in the 118, mainly
hecause au least (hree-guarlers
15 estunaled (o be unduvu-
mented,” said Alan Marcus, as-
sistant professor in the Depart-
ment of Geography and Covi-
ronmental Manning at Tewson
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University in Baltimore and a
specialistin Brazilian immigra-
Tion patierns.

Whilz the 2000 118
estimated 44,336 Braril
in Florida. he szid. “data for the
sane yedl lronn embassies and
censulates across the US com-
piled by the Brazilizan Ministry
af Foreign Affairs lists 150,018
juast in Miami, “so right there,
there is a eenflicr.”

Thomns D. Baswell, profes-
sorin the Departrent of G a-
ruphy & Regmn.ll Studies ul the
University of Muami, said Lthe
true Dgure probably les somie-
where between US and Brazil-
ian estimates.

Dr. Marcus said 1lomeland
Sceurity reports that il lcgal Bra-
zilians apprehended from 2003-
2006 showed the second-larg-
esl inerease in undocomented
groups nationwide, alier Indi
ans.

Before the September 2001
terrorist attacks, he said, un-
documented Brazilians working
in Miami could come and ge
fairly casily to visit family al
home, bur “9-11 impaetcd that
iransnaticnal flow dramaticallv.
The Rush immigration palicy
may have inadverlently in-
creased (Hlegal nupration, be-
cause now their loved ones will
come here to stay,”

Because even those who are
lzgally in the country arc appre-
hensive about having the right
paperwork and anzwering ques-
tioms, Tir. Marens said, 118 Cen-
sus [igures are unreliahle. “The
frue number may be muereased
by at least tenfeld.”

Mariana Ribeire, an asseciate
with law firm Gunster, said that
last wear the US Department of
State reported an unprecedented
inerease in visa domand at US
Censulates in Brazil,

“Muore than 1.2 millinn Brazil-
puns visted the US o 2010,
coentnbuting nearly 56 billon to
the US econony, " she said. "By
2016, the US could host a record

2.8 million Brazilian visitors.”
While many are tourists, Ms

Ribeiro said, “many Brazilians

are nn‘"nrv h. in nr.iﬂ 1o

among others,”
A hot topic at imm
conferences, she said,
misuse of tonrist visas for husi-
Tass PuInses
Asois true ol mose Souath
Amenvcan unuagrants, Dr.
Boswell said, mos1 Braelan
the US tend to have a fair
sacio-cconomic status,
“Cne reason is that you can’t
fleat on a raft to get to Miam:
from South America,” he said.
“Those wha coma to the LS
have considerable secial or ho-
mun capitul.
Cne nteresung lrend, Dr.
Boswell said, is the practice of
some Brazilians and others to
send their ¢hildren to high
schools in Miami during the
surmnmer vacation. which, Tor
theze south of the cquator,
eomes during the 18 schoal
year.
“Though s

s g Ly privale
sehools,” he saud, “often the
intention is having their kids
going for free 1o schools whers
they can learn Lnglish.”

There's an increasing num-
ter of lower-middle class Bra-
zilinns meving ra the US, Dr
Marcns said, hut the reasens
are ot always econon

Sradibomally, eea
suns are allached o
flows,” he said, “but my re-
search has shown there are also
frequently non-ceonomic rea-
sons, cspecially for women.

“For example, they may be
unhappy profeszionally. They
may want o escape.”

r. Marews (ownd hese who
ngrated Tor [nancral reasens
ar out of curi are the most
likely to returm to Brazil,
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Phate by Rasine Usdan
“By 2016, the US could hast 3 record 2.8 million Brazilisn visitors,”
=said attarney Mariana Ribeiro, and many now come ta do business.
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